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March 17, 2020 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I hope this message finds you all healthy and well.  
 
I have received a number of communications seeking clarification about special education services during 
the school closure. Our staff are working diligently to create plans to support our students if our current 
school closure timeline is extended. 
 
Our district is currently closed and therefore not providing direct educational services to our students. 
When a district closes its schools and does not provide any educational services to the general student 
population, they are not required to provide services to students with disabilities during that same period 
of time. Once school resumes,we will return to providing special education and related services to 
students with disabilities in accordance with the student’s IEP or, for students entitled to FAPE under 
Section 504, consistent with any plan developed to meet the requirements of Section 504.  
 
Currently the district is providing access to supplemental learning plans to provide ongoing educational 
opportunities for all our students.  These plans include access to practical and digital learning resources. 
We anticipate that the provided materials will help reduce loss of learning, continue to academically 
challenge our students, and limit downtime during this period. These supplemental plans do not constitute 
distance learning during this closure. (If the district were implementing distance learning there would be 
additional provisions made for students receiving special education services. Those  plans would include 
information about special education service times and how IEP goals and objectives will be addressed 
moving forward and that information would be communicated by the case managers. ) 
 
We recognize the challenges that these school closures are causing for our families and especially our 
special education families. We are working to develop support and resources to mitigate these challenges.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me directly at kbyrd@bethany-ed.org. 
 
Regards, 

 
Mrs. Kai Byrd 
Director of Special Services, Curriculum and Instruction 
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