
Bethany School District Awarded Grant 

The Bethany Public School District has been awarded a prestigious Technology Implementation Partnership Grant to assist in improving educational outcomes for students with disabilities.  Bethany is one of only five school districts throughout the country to receive the grant which is offered under the auspices of the Education Development Center through its Center for Implementing Technology in Education.  The program is also supported by the American Institutes for Research and the Center for Applied Special Technology and is funded through the Federal Office of Special Education Programs.  The Technology Implementation Partnership Grant will allow Bethany to utilize the considerable resources of the Education Development Center and related organizations to develop and implement strategies which will result in increased instructional time in general education classrooms for students with disabilities and improved student performance through the use of technology such as laptop computers, interactive white boards, and specialized software.  The school district will have access to cutting edge curriculum materials, high powered research data and to personnel with extensive expertise in curriculum, technology, and the improvement of student academic performance. One of the goals of the Education Development Center is to facilitate the development of methods and techniques that can be expanded and shared with other districts throughout the region and nationally.   The Bethany Public School District was chosen because of its commitment to the integration of technology in all areas of the curriculum, the use of “Writer’s Workshop” as an instructional methodology in all classrooms and the district’s desire to improve educational outcomes for all students, particularly those with disabilities. The grant will run through the 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 school years.  The resources available to the district through the grant are estimated as the equivalent of $50,000 to $100,000 in curriculum, consultation and professional development costs.
