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7010(a)

New Construction

Goals and Objectives

A quality educational program can best function in an environment that is conducive to learning, supports and encourages excellence in teaching, and provides a safe and comfortable place for students and staff.

Accordingly, the Board of Education establishes the following goals for facilities development:

1. 
developing a long-range planning and evaluation program;

2.
providing the facilities needed to serve all students in the district;

3. 
providing facilities and equipment that will best support and accommodate the needs of a quality educational program;

4. 
designing and constructing all facilities with particular attention to safety, security, and appropriate 


lighting, heating, ventilation, acoustics, spatial factors and aesthetic appearance;

5. 
reducing formality and tension by eliminating the undesirable aspects of traditional institutional atmosphere and appearance, to the extent possible;

6. 
planning for flexible and adaptable school spaces through incorporation of features such as 
moveable walls and multi-purpose facilities, in order to best accommodate present and future 
needs for instructional areas;

7. 
considering the adaptability of school facilities to community use;

8. 
reducing racial, ethnic and economic isolation by providing educational opportunities that may include involvement in such facilities as inter-district magnet schools, inter-district public school choice programs, inter-district school building projects and distance learning through the use of technology; and

9. 
maximizing student learning and community use of facilities through conducting an instructional time and facility usage assessment involving the Superintendent and representatives from the public library and recreation department of the town.

7010(b)

New Construction

Goals and Objectives (continued)

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes






10-4a Education interests of state defined.






PA 97-290, An Act Enhancing Educational Choices and Opportunities. 






10-220 Duties of Boards of Education

Policy adopted: December 9, 1998
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7100

New Construction

Planning

A facilities master plan for the school district will be developed and kept up to date. The facilities master plan will reflect the needs of current instructional procedures and projected educational programming. The master plan will incorporate population projections, enrollment projections, site acquisition needs, school plant placement, and determination of financial needs for providing the necessary school facilities.

The master facilities plan shall include how the district will provide an appropriate learning environment for its students which includes, (1) adequate instructional books, supplies, materials, equipment, staffing, facilities and technology and (2) a safe school setting. Attention shall also be given to how facilities can be utilized to improve academic achievement and to reduce racial, ethnic and economic isolation or to preserve racial and ethnic balance.

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes






10-4a Education interests of state defined.






PA 97-290, An Act Enhancing Educational Choices and Opportunities. 






10-220 Duties of Boards of Education

Policy adopted:
September 9, 1991
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7113.1

New Construction

Retirement of Buildings
A building owned by the school district may be retired from use when the Board of Education determines that it is no longer useful to the district and/or is unsuitable to the current needs or projected needs of the district. The master facilities plan for the district should be the base for considering the closing of a facility, and should require additional study of the possibility of remodeling the facility for other purposes or for changing purposes. Recognizing that the closure of a facility may well be an emotional one, the Board of Education will appoint a committee representing a cross-section of opinion in the school district as well as representing the people in the area served by the facility to study the issue and to recommend alternatives for the Board to consider, including retirement, alternative use, remodeling, continuation in use, or any other recommendations the committee might choose to make.

Policy adopted:
September 9, 1991
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7211(a)

New Construction

Architect Selection

The Board must continuously strive to provide new facilities and/or timely renovation that will provide the best educational environment for all students within fiscal constraints. To assist the Board in the accomplishment of this objective, an architect will be commissioned for every major building or renovation project initiated by the Board.

In selecting an architect, the following criteria will be considered:

1.
Training and experience including that of partners and associates

2.
Planning ability and promptness

3.
Specification writing, accuracy and sufficiency of detail

4.
Design, appearance and utility

5.
Inspection of job effectiveness

6.
Relation with contractors

7.
Experience with government agencies


The Board will appoint an architect selection committee whose sole function is to interview qualified 
applicants for a project and recommend to the Superintendent an architect for each project. The 
Superintendent will make the final determination of the architect to be recommended to the Board. 
The committee will be composed of the following:



- An outside volunteer architect or person familiar with architectural designing (if available) 



- Superintendent or designee



- Building and grounds manager

· All Board members who choose to be on the committee 

BETHANY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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7211(b)

Architecture Selection (continued)

The Superintendent will establish the criteria to be used by the committee in ranking applicants and the procedure to be used in conducting interviews. The Superintendent will also establish a flow chart of design and construction processes showing each step of progression from the inception of the project to its final approval by the Board.

Policy adopted:
September 9, 1991
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7221

Construction of Physical Facilities

Selection of Site

School sites should be located as near as is practical to the center of the attendance area the schools are 

expected to serve. It is also desirable for school sites to be located in such a way as to facilitate joint use 

of the sites and adjacent parks, playgrounds and open space by both the school and the town recreation 

agency.

In recommending sites for school facilities, the following factors should be considered: 



Size



Location



Drainage and soil conditions 



Topography and elevation 



Accessibility



Cost

This should be done in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes.

Legal Reference: 
Connecticut General Statutes






10-282 et. seq. School building projects.

Policy adopted:
September 9, 1991
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Policy 7230.1
New Construction

Energy-Conserving Construction 
The Board recognizes the importance and need for energy conservation in the construction of new school facilities or renovation of existing facilities.  Further, all new school construction and renovation projects shall consider means to maximize natural light.

Proposed construction and renovation projects that contain the most efficient energy-saving plans within an acceptable budget will have high priority.  Energy-saving designs will be documented in the architectural evaluation and will comply with educational specifications and cost control checklists as determined by the Board.

A continuous review of energy problems and energy sources will be maintained for future planning.

(cf. 7410 - Project Bids and Quotations)

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes


10-283 Applications for grants for school building projects. (as amended by PA 01-173)
Policy Approved:  December 10, 2008
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7551

New Construction

Naming of Facility

It shall be the general policy to name schools and school facilities for persons who have attained prominence locally and nationally, or in the fields of education, science, art, statesmanship, political science, or military achievement; early pioneers of the community or the State of Connecticut; outstanding presidents of the United States of America; or geographical landmarks.

The general procedure for selecting a name for a school shall be as follows:

1.
The Board shall appoint a committee composed of two citizens from the immediate community to be served by the particular school; one representative from each of the following groups - teachers, administrators, PTA/PTO, and two student representatives from the area to be served.

2.
The school-naming committee shall then present a list of not less that three names nor more than 
five names to the Superintendent who will forward them to the Board.

3.
The Board shall then make the final selection of the name from a list of three names submitted by the committee.

Regulation approved:
September 9, 1991
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